Terminal assessment, as in the FRCS, has been used for many years as an indicator of higher medical training. In this present decade the MRCGP is being used in a similar way. The great weakness of terminal assessment, from a training point of view, is that if it produces a negative result it is too late to give the individual concerned a chance to take remedial action.
THE DEVELOPING YEARS
The three year vocational training scheme became mandatory for general practice on 16 August 1982. As will be seen from Fig 1, making I_I I 1 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 
